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Pitfalls in Cervical Cytology – a game of snakes and ladders? 

Cytology is an exciting challenge with ups and downs. We’ve all climbed the ladder with a 

triumphant opinion in a tricky case and most of us have slid down to the ground with a bump 

when we made a wrong call!  But, each time we learn and hopefully improve.  

This cytology update day will include a short lecture which will cover general pitfalls and 

reminders, a quiz and workshops. The workshops will comprise a wide variety of cytology cases to 

include both squamous and glandular pitfalls and corresponding histology where appropriate.  

Topics included will be metaplasia, atrophy, repair, iatrogenic changes, inflammation, and 

abnormalities.  

There will be some good examples, some rare cases, pitfalls, tricky cases from MDT and a few 

cancer audit cases… some will be ladders, some snakes! How will you fair? 

All cases will be ThinPrep™. 

Course Tutor 

Helen Burrell 

Consultant BMS and Training Centre Manager – South West Regional CTC 

Learning Outcomes 

At the end of the session individuals should; 

 Be aware of current changes and issues in the NHSCSP 

 Be aware of cervical cytology and histology correlation and the need for MDT review 

 Be able to recognise and identify an approach to diagnosis of rare & difficult presentations   

 Be able to separate cases of abnormality from their typical look-alikes 

 Be able to improve both their sensitivity and specificity for abnormal lesions  

 Be reminded of the typical features of some of the common pitfalls seen in squamous, and 

endocervical abnormalities and how these differ from normal findings. 

 

 

Further details and an application form are available from our administration team; 

 

Tel:  0113 246 6330 sht-tr.nepsec@nhs.net  
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COURSE PROGRAMME 

 
9.30 am Introduction, discussion of learning outcomes and pre-course assessment quiz 
 
9.45 am Lecture/Case studies  - Pitfalls in Cervical Cytology 
 
10.45 am Coffee 
 
11.00 am Slide workshop  
 
12.30 pm Lunch 
 
1.30pm Multihead review of cases 
 
2.45 pm Coffee  
 
3.00 pm Lecture/Case studies - What lies ahead? 
 
3.30 pm Review of learning outcomes and post-course assessment quiz 
 
4.00 pm Finish 
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